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(57) Abstract 

Intervertebral spacers, tools for implanting intervertebral spacers and methods of promoting fusion bone growth in the space 
between adjacent vertebrae are provided. The spacers include an elongated body having a first end, a second end and an outer 
surface. Side walls connect the first and second ends. The elongated body also defines an interior cavity. The side wall defines 
an opening to the interior cavity in a side of the elongated body. At least one of the first and second ends has a discontinuity, 
such as a concave surface, for nesting with an adjacent spacer. The tools include spacer engaging means for engaging a spacer and 
occlusion means for blocking an opening defined in the spacer. In some embodiments, the occlusion means includes a plate 
extendible from the housing. In one specific embodiment the plate defines a groove which is disposed around a fastener attached 
to the housing so that the plate is slideable relative to the housing. The methods of promoting fusion bone growth include 
utilizing the inventive spacers described herein. 

(57) Abrege 

(.'invention concerne des espaceurs intervertebraux, des outils permettant d'installer ces espaceurs, et des techniques 
favorisant la croissance osseuse par fusionnement dans I'espace situe entre des vertebres adjacentes. Ces espaceurs comprennent 
un corps allonge possedant une premiere extremite, une seconde extremite, et une surface exterieure. Les parois laterales relient 
les premiere et seconde extremites. Le corps allonge definit egalement une cavite interieure. Lesdites parois laterales 
definissent une ouverture vers la cavite interieure, sur un cote du corps allonge. Au moins Tune des premiere et seconde 
extremite presente une discontinuite, telle qu'une surface convexe, destinee a s'emboiter dans un espaceur adjacent. Les outils 
comprennent un organe d'engagement d'espaceur qui permet d'engager ledit espaceur, et un organe d'occlusion qui btoque une 
ouverture definie dans I'espaceur. Selon certains modes de realisation, I'organe d'occlusion comprend une plaque extensible a 
partir du logement Selon un mode de realisation specrfique, la plaque definit une rainure entourant un systeme de fixation fixe 
au logement, de sorte que ladite plaque peut coulisser par rapport a ce dernier. Les techniques favorisant la croissance osseuse; 
par fusionnement consistent a utiliser les espaceurs de cette invention. 
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(57) Abstract: Intervertebral spacers, 
tools for implanting intervertebral 
spacers and methods of promoting 
fusion bone growth in the space 
between adjacent vertebrae are 
provided. The spacers include an 
elongated body having a first end, a 
second end and an outer surface. Side 
walls connect the First and second 
ends. The elongated body also defines 
an interior cavity. The side wall 
defines an opening to the interior 
cavity in a side of the elongated body. 
At least one of the first and second 
ends has a discontinuity, such as a 
concave surface, for nesting with an 
adjacent spacer. The tools include 
spacer engaging means for engaging 
a spacer and occlusion means for 
blocking an opening defined in the 
spacer. In some embodiments, the 
occlusion means includes a plate 
extendible from the housing. In one 
specific embodiment the plate defines 
a groove which is disposed around a 
fastener attached to the housing so that 
the plate is slideable relative to the 
housing. The methods of promoting 
fusion bone growth include utilizing 
the inventive spacers described herein. 
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